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JEWISH RAPPERS, DYSFUNCTIONAL DAUGHTERS
AND THE WORLD’S LAST HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR!

THE FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE NAMES RECIPIENTS OF 

2008 NEW JEWISH THEATER PROJECTS GRANTS
The Foundation for Jewish Culture is pleased to announce the recipients of the 2008 New Jewish Theatre Projects Grant. The grant, now in its fifteenth year, provides much-needed support to national, nonprofit theaters for the commissioning of new plays, musicals or multimedia works of Jewish significance. 

During the 2008 grant cycle, the Foundation received fifty-seven applications for new project development grants from sixteen different states. The high quality of applications received made for an exciting and competitive panel process.
After rigorous review, grants were awarded to the following projects: Long Wharf Theatre (New Haven, CT) for Rathaus Shiva by Rebekah Maggor; Intersection for the Arts (San Francisco, CA) for Dan Wolf’s adaptation of the novel Angry Black White Boy by Adam Mansbach; InterAct Theatre Company (Philadelphia, PA) for The Last by Warren Hoffman; Victory Gardens Theater (Chicago, IL) for an untitled commission by Laura Jacqmin.
“We were greatly impressed by the quality and variety of projects submitted by esteemed theaters from around the country this year. The number of applications we received amply demonstrates the need for this grant,” said Elise Bernhardt, President and CEO of the Foundation for Jewish Culture.  “The chosen projects are exciting and intelligent, contemporary and wholly original.  We are proud to help bring these stories of the Jewish experience to the stage.” 
Panelists for the grant were: Dan Fishback (Playwright/Performer and Six Points Fellow), Kayla Gordon (Executive Director of the Association of Jewish Theatre), Adam Greenfield, (Literary Manager, Playwrights Horizons), Adrienne Kapstein (Artistic Director, Sabooge Theater) and Ellen Schiff (scholar and editor of the anthology Nine Contemporary Jewish Plays).

"I'm so thrilled to be one of this year's recipients of a Theatre Projects grant.  As an emerging playwright, this grant is immensely helpful in developing my work and providing me with resources that are not easily available to me,” says playwright Warren Hoffman. “I'm proud to be part of a group of theatre artists contributing to the creation of new Jewish theater and I look forward to taking this play to the next level."

The 2008 New Jewish Theatre Projects Grant is made possible through the support of the Joseph and Anna Gartner Foundation, the Judd A. and Marjorie Weinberg Family Foundation, the Manuel D. and Rhoda Mayerson Foundation, the Winnick Family Foundation, Joan and Robert Arnow and Linda and Shearn Platt.

ABOUT THE RECIPIENTS
Long Wharf Theatre, New Haven, CT

For Rathaus Shiva by Rebekah Maggor

Award: $3,000

Rathaus Shiva is a contemporary Chekhovian tragicomedy with the pacing, candor, and linguistic richness of a modern Jewish-American family.  Lilli Rathaus returns to her childhood home in Denver to attend her grandmother’s funeral. Once there she must confront a houseful of neglected relationships including her aging mother, her mother’s non-Jewish boyfriend, her frustrated brother, and his ambitious wife. A man from Lilli’s past reappears and helps her disentangle her present turmoil and ease her disappointment with life.
Rebekah Maggor is a playwright, actress and voice and speech specialist. Her play Two Days at Home Three Days in Prison received a New Play Commission Grant from the Foundation for Jewish Culture and readings at the Huntington Theatre, the New York Theater Workshop and the Old Vic Theatre. She has received a Catalyst Collaborative @ M.I.T. new play commission, a Cambridge Arts Council grant, and is a former Huntington Theatre Company Playwriting Fellow and Middle Eastern Theater Project fellow. She currently directs the Program in Speaking and Learning at the Derek Bok Center at Harvard University and is president of the A.R.T. Institute Alumni Association. She holds a B.A. from Columbia University and an M.F.A. from the American Repertory Theatre.

Intersection for the Arts, San Francisco, CA

For Angry Black White Boy by Dan Wolf

Award:  $4,000

Angry Black White Boy, based on the critically-acclaimed novel by Adam Mansbach, tells the story of Macon Detornay, a suburban white boy possessed and politicized by black culture, and filled with rage toward white America. Wolf’s adaptation combines storytelling, poetry and rap with beatboxing, ballet and hip-hop dance to examine issues of authenticity and appropriation, race, identity and prejudice in America. Wolf uses the novel as a springboard to explore his own identity as a hip-hop performer and as a Jewish cultural advocate.
Dan Wolf is a founding member of the live hip-hop band Felonious, and a Resident Artists with both the Z Space Studio and the Hybrid Project at Intersection for the Arts. His play Beatbox: A Raparetta  (co-authored with Tommy Shepherd) has been produced in San Francisco, Oakland, Petaluma, Germany, and at the New York Hip-Hop Theater Festival. Beatbox will be published by TCG Books in the upcoming hip-hop theater anthology Plays from the Boom Box Galaxy. His play Stateless, a hip-hop and beatbox infused theatrical collaboration with Tommy Shepherd balancing German and Jewish history with the problems of racism and the Jewish African American Experience, has been seen in San Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley, Hamburg, Germany, and New York. Dan is the Program Manager of The Hub at the JCCSF which promotes the revolution of Jewish identity through arts, culture, and new ritual. 

InterAct Theatre Company, Philadelphia, PA 

For The Last by Warren Hoffman

Award:  $3,000

Rosa Schwartzman is the world’s last Holocaust survivor who would just as soon keep her memories private. The Foundation for Remembrance wants to send Rosa out on a worldwide tour to promote awareness of the Holocaust, but Rosa doesn’t want to go. She suddenly finds herself in the midst of a media and marketing frenzy when her estranged daughter Debby, who is recovering from cancer and resentful of Rosa’s emotional distance, smells an opportunity to make money from her mother’s tragic story. Both comic and tragic, The Last explores family dysfunction and the ongoing impact of the Holocaust on Jewish life.
Warren Hoffman’s first play New Words was recently a finalist for the Christopher Wolk Playwriting Prize from Abingdon Theatre Company in New York. Warren is currently the literary manager and dramaturge for Philadelphia Theatre Company, where he has dramaturged world premieres by Christopher Durang, Terrence McNally, and others. Previously, he was the Associate Artistic Director of the Jewish Repertory Theatre in New York. Warren received his PhD. from the University of California-Santa Cruz in June 2004 and his book The Passing Game: Queering Jewish American Culture is forthcoming from Syracuse University Press. The Last is his second play and was recently named a finalist in the Dorothy Silver Playwriting Competition.
Victory Gardens Theater, Chicago, IL

For an untitled commission by Laura Jacqmin

Award:  $4,000

Simon and Yael Kirsch grew up the most reformed of reform Jews and after a nondenominational wedding settled into married life nearly forgetting they were Jewish. When the couple gives birth to their first child, everything changes.  They want to raise their son as a proper member of the faith: a yarmulke-wearing, shul-attending Jew; are they Jewish enough to pass the muster?
Laura Jacqmin is a Resident Playwright at Chicago Dramatists, the co-founder of the Yale Playwrights Festival, and was nominated for the inaugural Dramatists Guild’s Wasserstein Prize. Her plays have been staged and developed at Victory Gardens Theater, Perishable Theatre and the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival, the Contemporary American Theater Festival and the National Center for New Plays at Stanford University. 

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION
The Foundation for Jewish Culture invests in creative individuals in order to nurture a vibrant and enduring Jewish identity, culture and community.

The Foundation was established in 1960 by the Council of Jewish Federations (now UJC) to reestablish the institutions and scholarship lost during the Holocaust. In the 1970’s the Foundation expanded its original mission by championing the role of the arts in Jewish continuity.

The Foundation continues to identify and support remarkable artists and scholars whose work explores the complex fabric of Jewish life. Our grantees ensure that Jewish culture continues to be contemporary and profound.
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