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FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE FUNDS FILMS ON 

A RADICAL LAWYER, A UTOPIAN JOGGER

AND EVANGELICAL ZIONISTS!

ANNOUNCING THE RECIPIENTS OF THE 2008 

LYNN AND JULES KROLL FUND FOR JEWISH DOCUMENTARY FILM

The Foundation for Jewish Culture is pleased to announce the six recipients of the 2008 Lynn and Jules Kroll Fund for Jewish Documentary Film.
The Lynn and Jules Kroll Fund for Jewish Documentary Film supports post-production of original documentaries that explore the Jewish experience.  The fund was established in 1996 with a lead grant from the Righteous Persons Foundation and sustained with major support from the Charles H. Revson Foundation.  Over seventy filmmakers have received grants to complete films including Trembling Before G-D, My Architect, Encounter Point and The Rape of Europa.  Grantee films have been nominated for Academy Awards, received Emmy and Peabody Awards, and been featured at major film festivals worldwide including Cannes, Sundance, Toronto and Tribeca. 

For the 2008 cycle, the Foundation received seventy-nine applications from filmmakers based in the U.S., Israel and Australia. The pool of projects spanned a diverse range of forms, including biography, vérité and experimental and treated a wide array of subjects including historical figures both common and unknown, contemporary leaders, and unique communities.  

After a rigorous process, the panel selected the following films to receive awards: Disturbing the Universe: Radical Lawyer William Kunstler, directed by Emily Kunstler and Sarah Kunstler; Fifth Generation: Kibbutz at 100, directed by Toby Appleton; Waiting for Armageddon directed by Kate Davis, David Heilbroner and Franco Sacchi; Outside the Box: Being Black and Jewish, directed by Lacey Schwartz; Raymond Scott – On to Something, directed by Stan Warnow; and Run for Your Life, directed by Judd Ehrlich.
This year’s panelists were: Ronit Avni, Founder and Executive Director, Just Vision, 2005 Grantee for Encounter Point; Mimi Brody, Programmer, UCLA Film & Television Archive; Udy Epstein, Principal, Seventh Art Releasing; Josh Ford, Chief Program Officer, Washington DC JCC; Pearl Gluck, Founder, Palinka Pictures, 1999 Grantee for Divan; Roberta Grossman, Executive Producer, Katahdin Foundation, 2007 Grantee for Blessed is the Match: The Life and Death of Hannah Senesh; Rose Kuo, Artistic Director, AFI Fest; and Marc Weiss, Founder, P.O.V., Executive Producer, WebLab.

“I’m very excited about the films selected to receive funding this year. These films investigate the diversity and complexity of Jewish culture and Israel, shed light on our history and tell stories we might not otherwise have known,” said Elise Bernhardt, President and CEO of the Foundation for Jewish Culture. “The documentary film has taken on an important role in our media-saturated landscape and these films represent the best of the field. We are proud to support these talented filmmakers in completing these important projects.”
ABOUT THE FILMS

Disturbing the Universe: Radical Lawyer William Kunstler
Directed by Emily Kunstler and Sarah Kunstler, New York, NY  

Award:  $30,000

The late civil rights attorney William Kunstler was one of the most famous attorneys of the 20th century. His clients included Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, Phillip and Daniel Berrigan, Abbie Hoffman, H. Rap Brown, Stokely Carmichael, Adam Clayton Powell, and Leonard Peltier. In Disturbing the Universe, filmmakers Emily and Sarah Kunstler explore their iconoclastic father’s life, from middle-class family man, to movement lawyer, to “the most hated lawyer in America.” 

Fifth Generation: Kibbutz at 100

Directed by Toby Appleton, New York, NY
Award: $30,000

Fifth Generation: Kibbutz at 100 illuminates the heartbreak and hope of the modern kibbutz, as a new generation struggles to redefine the movement, preserve its ideological integrity and infuse it with new meaning. Recreating its glorious past and chronicling its recent decline, Fifth Generation examines Israel’s kibbutz movement – history’s longest running experiment in communitarian living –and its evolution in relation to modern Israeli history. 

Waiting for Armageddon 

Franco Sacchi, Kate Davis & David Heilbroner, New York, NY
Award:  $30,000

In America today there are 50 million Christian Evangelicals who believe that Bible prophecy dictates the future of mankind and that Israel and the Jewish people play pivotal roles in ensuring Christ’s return.  Waiting for Armageddon explores this sizable yet little-known American subculture and raises questions about the influence of Evangelical theology on U.S. policy in the Middle East which could lead to international holy war.

Outside the Box: Being Black and Jewish 

Directed by Lacey Schwartz, New York, NY
Award:  $25,000

In Outside the Box: Being Black and Jewish filmmaker Lacey Schwartz embarks on a journey to revisit her past and confront her family’s secrets. On her search for the truth she visits various Black Jews hoping to learn how to successfully live as both Black and Jewish. Outside the Box is a journey of self-discovery and a search for the meaning of being both Black and Jewish in America.

Raymond Scott: On to Something 

Directed by Stan Warnow, Orangeburg, NY
Award:  $20,000

Composer of the instantly-recognizable “cartoon music” song “Powerhouse”, Raymond Scott was a music legend and inventor, a major contributor to the world of sound of the 20th century. Raymond Scott: On to Something chronicles the remarkable trajectory of this fascinating figure from son of Jewish immigrants to American Legend. Through the unique first-person perspective of Raymond Scott’s only son, filmmaker Stan Warnow, the film travels to the heart of the public and private worlds of this brilliant but oft-unheralded artist.

Run for Your Life 

Directed by Judd Ehrlich, New York, NY
Award:  $15,000

Having fled the uncertainties of war-torn Europe as a child and forced to separate from his tight-knit Orthodox community as a teenager, Fishl Lebowitz (a.k.a.Fred Lebow) built a new family in the running community in New York City. Grounded in the Jewish idea of tikkun olam (“to heal the world”) Lebow imagined a populist society where people of all backgrounds could unite in their love for the sport. Eccentric, endlessly optimistic, and defiantly unstoppable, Fred Lebow founded the New York City Road Runners Club and the New York City Marathon in 1970. In thirty-six years the marathon grew from 27 runners to 93,000. Run for Your Life is the story of a Jewish immigrant to America whose life was a testament to the power of sport to unite the masses and the capacity of one human heart to revive a city on the brink of collapse.  
ABOUT THE FOUNDATION

The Foundation for Jewish Culture invests in creative individuals in order to nurture a vibrant and enduring Jewish identity, culture and community.

The Foundation was established in 1960 by the Council of Jewish Federations (now UJC) to reestablish the institutions and scholarship lost during the Holocaust. In the 1970’s the Foundation expanded its original mission by championing the role of the arts in Jewish continuity.

The Foundation continues to identify and support remarkable artists and scholars whose work explores the complex fabric of Jewish life. Our grantees ensure that Jewish culture continues to be contemporary and profound.
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