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EXPLORING THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE

FROM MEDIEVAL EGYPTIAN ‘HASIDIM’
TO YIDDISH MODERNIST POETS
ANNNOUNCING THE RECIPIENTS OF 
THE MAURICE AND MARILYN COHEN FUND 

FOR DOCTORAL DISSERTATION FELLOWSHIPS IN JEWISH STUDIES
The Foundation for Jewish Culture is pleased to announce the recipients of the 2008 Maurice and Marilyn Cohen Fund for Doctoral Dissertation Fellowships in Jewish Studies.
During the 2008 grant cycle the Foundation received nearly forty applications from scholars nationwide for doctoral dissertations covering a broad range of topics in the field of Jewish Studies. From rabbinics to Russian-Jewish and Yiddish modern literature to medieval Jewish thought in the Islamic world to Native Americans and the Jewish imagination, today’s scholars are discovering and exploring new dimensions of the Jewish experience, helping us connect the past, present and future.

The high quality of applications received made for an exciting and competitive panel process. Ultimately the panel selected four scholars to receive Fellowships: David Koffman (New York University), Elisha Russ-Fishbane (Harvard University), Loren Spielman (Jewish Theological Seminary) and Itay Zutra (Jewish Theological Seminary); and selected one runner-up: Rachel Kranson (New York University).
“The Doctoral Dissertation Fund, initiated in 1960, is the Foundation’s longest running program and is the cornerstone of our organization,” said Elise Bernhardt, President and CEO of the Foundation for Jewish Culture.  “This year’s scholars join the more than 600 past grantees that the Foundation has recognized as the brightest lights in the field. Their dissertations and future work will continue to set the standard for Jewish scholarship in the years to come.”

In his thesis, Elisha Russ-Fishbane focuses on reevaluating the political career and intellectual legacy of 13th century Egyptian Jewish leader, Abraham Maimonides, son of the legendary philosopher Moses Maimonides. With his novel approach, Russ-Fishbane not only explores a long-neglected but key figure in medieval Jewish life, but illuminates Jewish-Arab symbiosis in the Sufi-influenced mystical sect of hasidim. Meanwhile, Loren Spielman offers an interdisciplinary approach to the differing ways in which the Jewish minority was affected by that quintessentially Roman phenomenon known as spectacle entertainment—think Ben-Hur—permitting a larger view into the controversial subject of the place of Jewry in late-antiquity Rome. 

David Koffman explores the impact of Native Americans on the imagination of Jewish immigrants, a highly original contribution to a little-studied area of American Jewish history. It also includes a fascinating portrait of a generation of Jewish anthropologists who “went native.” And Itay Zutra’s thesis is a vivid portrait and the first major exploration of the important 20th century Yiddish Modernist poetry movement known as Inzikh. Finally, in a fascinating look at the postwar era, runner-up Rachel Kranson explores the way Jews grappled with their growing affluence at the same time as they became firmly entrenched in the American mainstream.
“This support means a great deal to me,” said recipient David Koffman “For one thing, it counts me among a cohort of promising researchers and writers, in fellowship with prior grant winners, in whose ranks I am honored to be included. The grant also provides for me financially, without which my ‘first book / last homework assignment’ would take another year to complete.”
The 2008–2009 academic advisory panel was co-chaired by Dr. Elisheva Carlebach of Queens College and Dr. Raymond Scheindlin of the Jewish Theological Seminary. In addition to Drs. Carlebach and Scheindlin, the panel consisted of: Dr. Yael Feldman of New York University; Dr. Barry Holtz of the Jewish Theological Seminary; Dr. Richard Kalmin of the Jewish Theological Seminary; Dr. Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett of the Tisch School of the Arts, New York University; Dr. Alan Mittleman of the Jewish Theological Seminary; Dr. Pamela Nadell of American University; Dr. Marsha Rozenblit of the University of Maryland; Dr. Nancy Sinkoff of Rutgers University; and Dr. David Sperling of Hebrew Union College. 

ABOUT THE GRANTEES
David Koffman, New York University

The Jews’ Indians: Native Americans in the Jewish Imagination and Experience, 1824-1945 

Lucius N. Littauer Fellowship

Elisha Russ-Fishbane, Harvard University. 

Between Sufi Piety and Rabbinic Law: The Leadership Strategies of R. Abraham Maimonides

The Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver Memorial Fellowship

Loren Spielman, Jewish Theological Seminary

Concilium Vanitatis: Roman Spectacle Entertainment and the Jews from the Herodian Period through the Muslim Conquest

Beverly and Arnold C. Greenberg Fellowship

 
Itay Zutra, Jewish Theological Seminary

Inzikh (1920-1940): Yiddish Modernism in Search of Jewish Self-Consciousness

The Joy Gottesman Ungerleider – Dorot Foundation Fellowship
The Maurice and Marilyn Cohen Fund for Doctoral Dissertation Fellowships in Jewish Studies has received generous major support from Mr. and Mrs. Robert Arnow, Mrs. Harry August, Mr. Richard Baron, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Berman, Mr. Joshua Bruner, Maurice and Marilyn Cohen, Mrs. Susan Crown, the Dorot Foundation, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Everett, Mr. and Mrs. Saul D. Freedman, Mr. Paul Goldberg, Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Greenberg, Mr. and Mrs. H. James Horvitz, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Jesselson, Mr. Jay Kogan, Mr. and Mrs. Jules Kroll, Mr. Peter Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Mayer, Ms. Betty Milgrim, the National Endowment for the Humanities, Mr. and Mrs. Sanford Nobel, Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Scheuer, Prof. Avi Seidmann, Mr. Ernest Siegler, Mrs. Marjory C. Slavin, Mr. Michael Victor, Mr. and Mrs. Murry Waldman, and Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Wornick. 

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION
The Foundation for Jewish Culture invests in creative individuals in order to nurture a vibrant and enduring Jewish identity, culture and community.

The Foundation was established in 1960 by the Council of Jewish Federations (now UJC) to reestablish the institutions and scholarship lost during the Holocaust. In the 1970’s the Foundation expanded its original mission by championing the role of the arts in Jewish continuity.

The Foundation continues to identify and support remarkable artists and scholars whose work explores the complex fabric of Jewish life. Our grantees ensure that Jewish culture continues to be contemporary and profound.
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